-

i ing the bill, he bad every nssurence llm_ his
E:ﬂ::gﬁﬁﬁ would be ldnrud by the other branch. The
Senste had passed the bill for the relief of Mrs. Thomp-
son, which the House bad ameuded and sent to them
trusting to them to adoptit, and e presumed the same

ecling of confilence might be reposed in the House.

Mr. MASON thought the cases werve not parallel.  The
Senate could do business, the House could not. :

The question was tuken on the amendment, and it was
agreed to: Ayes 1E, noes 14. .

MILITARY AND CIVIL SUPERINTENDENTS,

My, SHIELDS moved to strike out the proviso repeal-
ing so much of the act of 234 August, 1542, as places the
superintendence of the nationsl armories under un cilicer
of the ordnance corps, ; s

On this wmotion a debnte of some interest arose, in
which Messrs, SHIELDS, DAVIS, MILLER, l‘.lh\‘l{tulh,
BORLAND, TOUCEY, BUTLER, BELL, MASON, CASS,
PTHELPS, SUMNER, and others partigipated, and various
propositions were disagreed to. Th ;

The question was tuken on the naked propesition of |
Mr. Satkcus to strike out the proviso, and it ‘was
decided in the negative.

Numerous other amendments were offered by Me.
SHIELDS, and adopted; among the rest an appropria.
tion of five hundred thousand dollars for defence of San |
Fruncisco. ) :

Mr. HUNTER was in favor of fortificutions, but this
bill was not the plaee for them

Mr. GWIN defended the amendment with grest zeul,
shawing the necessity thut existed for the defenes of San

Francisco, a port that a =ingle ship-of-war might place
under contribution, out of which a hundred millious of
goll was shipped auoually. s

The question was taken by yeas and nays, anl decided
in the atfirmative, as follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Budger, Bayard, Dell, Borland, Erooke,
Clarke, Cooper, Davis, Dawson, DeBaussure, Downs, Fout,
Goever, tiwin, Hamlin, Houston, Huater, Joues of Tennessec,
Miullory, Masan, Miller, Muarton, Penrce, Phelpe, Schastian,
Shields, Swith, Spruanee, Underwood, and Walker—3i0. |

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Atchison, Beight, Brodhend, Chase,
Iradge of Wisconsgin, Dodge of Luwa, Fitzpatrick, Hule, Jones
of Lown, Peuit, Rusk, Sumner, and Wade—14,

Amendments were anlso adopted for fortifientions in
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Maryland, Massachu-
=ctts, aud Maine, amounting 1o 51,184,574,

Mr. GWIN moved to amend the bill by inserting an
«ppropriation for a preliminary survey of a railroad to
tie Pacific; which, after considerable dehate, was ruled
out of ovder. !

Mr. MALLORY moved to amend the hill by inserting u!
clunse authorizing the President of the United St[ntes to
aceopt the services of such troops of Florida as might be
rai=ed to enforce the remnunt of the Seminole Indinns to |
leave that State, : r

This amendwent was debated to a late hour, when—
Mr. BOTLER asked the unanimous consent of the Se-
nute to introduce & bill providing for administering the
onth of office to Wrnniay R, Kixg, Vice P'resident elect
of the United States of Amerien, |

Iy the courtesy of the Cuarm, the hill was received: 1

" te-tion having been taken on the amendment or|
L0RY, it may be regarded as still pending. ] |
o hill was then read as (ollows :
¢ enoeted, &, That William L. Sharkey, who was ap-

i A States ot Havana, be and he i+
ister, at Havano, in the Island of
Cuba, to Willlnn R, King, Viee President eleet of the United
States of Asaerieq, the vath of office preseribed Ly the sixth
article of tha Censtitution thereof, on the fourth day of March
next, or suwae sabsequent day, in the following torins, to wit, |
<1, Wit R King, do solemniy swear that [ will support

the Corstitotion of the United States:” which oath, when
thus dmnistered, it shall be the duty of the =aid William L, !
Rharkey, «ud Le is herehy required, 1o certify under his hand
to the Uenzress of the Unitad States, |
Seo. 2, of be st fucther onmoted, That any judge or magis- |
trate du 0! : es o Amerion may adminkster the |
wath of olice nfe d to the Viee President elect on the 4th |

some duy sullscquent thereto; and the |
same shall be taken is hereby required
lom of the said cath, u# s hereinbe-

of March u
offcar before wim

to certily the nlmini
fure provided.

Aud by upaulmous consent it was considered and
I wssed, . H

REVENUE TROM I')STAL TREATY.

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the body a
communivstion from the Post Otfice Department, made in
compliunce with a re<slution of the 17th instant, relative
ti the postage collected under the postal treaty with Great
britain: which—

(i motion by Mr. RUSK, was referred to the Commit-
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads and ordered to be
printed, :

The report gives the amount collected on sccount of the
Firitish Post office from the date of the postal treaty. |

Amount due each yesr on adjustment of the interna- |
tiopal account: |

From January 1st to June 38, 1840, .......$85,011 22
Frow July Y=t, 1849, to Jane 30, 18550 ... ... 147,008 B2
From July s, 1850, to Jane 30, 1851............58,417 &=
From July let; 1851, vo June 30, 1852, (... 101,988 5%

343,081 D1
WL=4 bns been
£52, that account

Muaking nu agzregate to 30th June, 1=52

In this amcont an estimate of R
added to the quarter rading June 31,
not buving bheen adjusted.

Whole amount paid te British Governmen®...8275,451 14
Premionm on eXchutige. .. oovveinvaraarsssanns 0,010 08
Amount of commissions paid to postmasters

in the United States on the balance due to
Great Britain, i= estimated at.....oovevinrinnnn
Late ns was the hour, the courtesy of the Ciain was
stiil further taxed. snd the following was received ;
Un motion h'\- Mr. UNDPERWOWGD,

Lewe President be requested to communicate
apiaion it be not incowpatible with the
orrespondence between our Minieter in !

J of that eoottry in relation to
¢ Hability of the Portuguese

57,005 00

Armesl

erament to puy for the same.
The bill from the Honse for the relivf of Jolin Huffing-

ton was rend and referred to the Committee of Claims |

r the State
skip of land
granted to said State on hier wlhmission into the Union in
116 which was refermat to the Committee on the Public
Lands !

Mr, BORLAND introduced a Lill for the relief of Sally
T. i, Cochrane, widlow of Lient. R. E. Coclirane, of the
sriny § which was reald and passel to a second reading.

On wotion Iig Mr. HUNTER, the 2¢nate considered the
messn e from the House disagreeing to the second and
fourth amendments of ¥ Bfnate to the Lill for the sap- |
it the Militnry Aeademy ; anvd the Seuate having
I on its amendment, & committee of conference wus
inted Ly the Chair on the part of the Beuate con-
isting of Messrs, I'eance, Bivano, and Suieros,

Sl the Senate adjourned,

HOUSE OF RERPRESENTATIVES.

e JOUNES, of Tennessee, from the joint c--nlm\inns np
pointedato wait npon the President elect and inform Lilm
of Lis election, reported— X

* That the eommittee had performed the duty assigned
them : and that the P'rovident elect, in signifying his ae-
ceptance of the office to which he had been chiosen Ly the
Fpeople, said: *You will plense to o
“ spective Houses of Congress my aceeplance of the trast
* gunfided 'to me, wid at the same time express to them nay
s gratefal acknow!edgments, nnd assore them of the doep
< sense of obligation with which 1 regard this manifests. |
* tion of eonfidence on the part of my conntrymen. It will
“ bo my earnest endeavor to prove that their confidence |
*hax not heen misplaced.'™

Mr. BRIGHT futrodaced o Lill o inde
of Indiaua for the failure of n title to a to

RECTPROCAL TRADE.

The House then resumed the consideration of the hill
et hlishing reeiproeal trwde with the Dritish North Ame-
rican colonies upon certnin conditions, heretofure H‘pt‘f‘l(‘-[
froiw ihe Committes on Commeree

Mr, TUCK eoncladed his remarks in reply to Mr. Fur-

1er, of Maine, and in sapport of the bill, contending that |

the lamber interest was amply provided for by it

Mr. CLINGMAN followed, and suid that he was Jis-
weed to support the substitute of 3
.k sine (Mr, Fernen) for settling the fishery diffionlties.
1f Great Biritain would allow our people to fish where her
subjects do, he wonld be willing to permit her mbjects to

gell i<k in our markets upon the same footing ns do our |

own titieens, e trasted that, whntever the House might
do with other suljects embiraced in this question, they

would sdapt that partion of it.in regand to the li-llt'r'i;'". {
e

and that the British Government woubl necept it
concurred with the general principles laid down hy
the gentleman from New York in favor of free trade with
the Hritish North Ametiean colonies, but thaught they
would apply with tenfold foree in favor of frec-trade
with Great Lritain, e objected not to the genernl prin-
% cl[-"l"t of the report accompanying the bill, but to its limi-
tation—to ite very nnrraw policy,  He then argued in
sapport of bis smendinent 1o thruw « [en our ports to free
camnpetition with Great Liritain,
Mr. WELCH moved n section 4
five years the time for pasment of
ported for railrond purposes
The BSIEAKER stated that the amendment was not in
order, there heing a motion pending to commit the bill.
Mr. TOWNXSBHEND replied to the acsortin that the ng-
rienltural interests of the Northwest would be saerifioed
by the hill under consideration, and declured that the pro-
ﬂe of thut seetion did not fear competition. e urged
the necessity of including eonl inthe provicions of the bill,
believing that, unless it shonld be inserted. Conandn woald
not sceept this measure,  Besides, it wonll benfit the
Western coal trade. Before be coneluded the mosning
lour expired.

the bill extending to
luties upon iron im-

Jeopard the gafety of the bill

smausaicate to the re- |

| sukveyed, oxe

e geatleanan from | exeending 16
| "’
| the nge of ts

FRAUDS UPON THE TREASURY.

Mr. KING, of New York, from the committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the
anendments of the Senate to the bill to prevent frauds
upon the Treasury of the United States, submitted a re-
port; which wus adopted.

Mr, STUART moved that the House proceed to the
consideration of business on the Epeaker’s table,

Mr. JONES, of Teunessee, moved that the House go

| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union ;
| which wotion was sgreed to: Yeas 91, nays 84

INDIAN AVPI'ROPRIATION BILL.

The House accordingly went into Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bocoek, of Vir-
ginia, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the
hill making appropriations for the current and contingent
expenses of the Indian Department, u'nd for fulfilling
trenty stipulations with various Indinn tribes, for the year
ending June 30, 1854,

Mr. HOWARD resumed and concluted his remarks in
oppesition to the amendment of Mr. Jouxsos, of Arkan-
sis, proposiug to pay to the Creek nation, at the rate of
twenty ceuts per nere, for eight millions eight hundred
and forty nine thousand aeres of land taken from them,
aned for which no secount was ever remdered, the sum of
H1,700,800, to be paid to the [udians per capita, aud to be
in full of all demands that the Crue‘:
against the Government of the United States,

My, JOHUNSON, of Arkansas, replied. and moved to add
to his amendment a proviso that $200,000 of the proposed
appropristion shall be set apart and invested, under the
direction of the President of the United States, in safe
stock, the annual proceeds themseof to be applied to the
purposes of education amongst, the Creck tribe of In-
dians, >

The amendment was rejected.

My, TOOMBS moved to amend the amendment by add.
ing thereto a proviso that the sum of Fi55,167.82 shull
be st apart out of said compensation, andapplied to the
payment of dumages committed by saiil Creek nution up-
ou whites, s adjudieated and allowed by o commission
appointed in 1887 ; which was agreed to.

The amendment as thus amended swas then redzcted.

Other amendments were offered, priucipally from the
Committee of Ways and Means and the Committee on In-
dian Affairs, and didposed of.

Mr. FITCH moyed snamendment appropriating $6i, 240
for payment in full of the claim umder that part of the
treaty of 1831 which had relation to 4 grant of one hun-
dred thousand aeres of land in fee simple by the Olio
Shawnees,

After debate, the amendinent was agreed to: Ayes 65,
noes 54,

Without Jdisposing of the bill, the Committee rose,

Mr. CLARK asked consent to move to take up Senate bill
to regulate the terms of the district courts of the United
States for the district of Lowa.

Mr. JONES, of Tensessee, ihjected, believing no quo-
rum to he present.

Mr., CLARK moved n snspension of the rules,

Pending which the Houze adjourned,

-

Trerspay, Fenrvary 24, 1853,

IN SENATE.

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, report-
wid n bill to amend an et entitied - An aet to authorize
the Secretary of the Treasury to license yachts, and for
other purpoeses,” so that said Seeretary be authorized to
grant registers as well as licenses,

Mr. D. exphained the ohject of the bill, und asked its

immediate consideration; which was agreed to, nmd the

bill was considered and passed.

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Finanee, zeport-
cd House bill making appropriations for the service of
the Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending the
S0th June, 1854, with an amwendment.

;Thiu smendment consists of an additional section, pro-
viding that in ull cases where the Postuaster General
shall be satisficd that woney or property stolen from the
United States mail shall have been exchanged for other
mouney or property, and, upon the conviction of the thief,
lis been received at the Departwent, the Postmaster Gen-
eral shall bave authority, upon satisfactory evidence that
the same justly belonged to any individual, fires, or cor-
poration, to pay over such money or property to the
owner thereof,

Mr. SHIELDE, from the Committee oy Military Atfairs,
ssked to be dischirged from the further consideration of
all the subjects then before that committee ; which wus
nareed to.

ARMY AVPROPRIATION BILL.

This bill was then taken up.  The nmendment of Mr.
Marrory in relation to the employment of the troops of
Florida to remove the Florida Indisns having been re-
jll_‘lﬂl—

Mr. CHASE moved to amend the bill by inserting the
fullowing, which he did by direction of the Cominittee on
Roads and Canals:

Sea. A b it farther cuocted, That the Seerotary of
War e and he is bereby authorieed, under the direction of
the Prestdent of the United States, to employ saeh portion of
the Corps of Topographical Engincers, and sich other persons
as e may decm pecossary, b make such explorations and sur-
veysns he may deem advisable to aseertain the most practica-
ble nud eoonvmical route fur o railrond from the Mississippl
river to the Pacilie seeas ; and that the sum of § 150,000, ur su
wmueh thereof nd may be necessary, be and the sdae is bereby
sppropristed to delrsy the cxpeaee of ruch explurations and
AUrVev .,

o 0t puether ewnvfed, That the engincers and
red in sach explorations ansd surveys shall
any distinet corps as there nre rowtes to be
cyed. und their several reports ehall be laid befure Congress

| on or hefure the frst Monday in February, 1251,

See. —. And be it further enucted, That in makiog such ex-
plorations aud surveys, the engineers und other persons e
oy under the nuthority of this act may be directed to act

ert with any engineers employed by any fndividuals or

srsocintions for the spne generd object : und the Seerclary of
War =
individuals or associations for the constraction of the road be-
tween the valley of the Missiseippl anid the §
to luy the same before Comgress ot the next session,

also muthorized and required 1o recelve proposals from

veean, and

Mr. CHASE explained the object of hix nmendment.
Aud after some remarks from Messrs, BUSK and CASS

a8 to certain terms used—

Mr. HUNTENX could not agree to the amendment, as no
time wounll be allowed for discussion by the other hranch.
He did not conceive it a fuir course to be pursued towards
the House to bring In incongrucus matters, that would
have to be acted on by that Lody without debate, and thus
nod, besides, would bring
wll matters of legislution within approp ristion bills,

Mr. BUTLER opposed the amendment, on the ground
thut the amendment would make Congress an irresponsible
despotisin of the majority for carrying out favorite projects ;
and ssoner than sgree to it he would sscrifice the bill.

Mr. WALKER desired to amend the amendment,

e

| #nid if the rond was wnde in one location it would be two

thousand miles over an uninkabifl country ; if the other,
oue thousund miles.  If the road were survoyed and per.
manently laid down, and his smendmont adopted, settlers
would be uttracted, and, settling wlong the line, wonld
furnish labor, Evow provisions, snd manuiscture the tools
sl aplewents necessary for the construction of the road.
Hie would submit his nmendment v the Scnate,

The amendment was to sirike out (he amendment of
Mr Cuase, and insert the following:

“ With a view to the ultimite construetion of the rallesmd

from some suitable point west of the Missios ppl river W some

pracicabie point on the cosst of the I'seific conn, or the sas-
torn live of Californin, within the jarizdiet'on of the Cnited
Stutes, thers shall be detailed from the corpe 1 ¢ graphieal
otnginecrs a sufficient Foree, whose duty it shiall be ta preced,

R ¥ procticable, to seleot, sury, ¥ lovate, and wark va
the most proper and eligible ground, a rond not more than
G060 feet wide for said roilrond, and to mako n ke port to the
Roeretury of War, secompanied with a map ol cweh onryey nmd

locatiom, together with an approximnie eftimate of the cost of
construcling such o railrosd,
See, —=, And bi it further cnacted, That, ns soon as praction.

ble nfier sobd rosd shiadl have beon oy veyed and lopated, there

| whasl] be surveyedd, as the othor lands of the United States have

Leen heretofure surveyed, six tow nihips wide ob cnch side of
& rond, throngh the whaole extent of the public lands sl g
ench road, and even numbered seetione of the lamds so to be
ot seetions 16 and 38, ehall be granted and

patetited by the United States, free of enst, in iumntitic & not
wores, o ench person who shall settle o nnd
wUCupy Leultivate the same for one yosr: Peoeided, That
#uch cocupant shall he tie hoad of & fawily ; wr, if sinclo, of
nty-une years and apwards, citizens of the Uni.
rhaving declared his or ber intention to become
g tu the naturalizatlon laws of the United
" the odid pumber scetions of snid lands shall ke
wlly bhebl snl diepliped of for the altimate construction
atid the finishing wnd equipment of the

ted Einte
sach, w

M,
R,

And Le 3t furthor enmeted, That the sum of
| dollars be nud the same s heroby appropriated, out of any
moniey in the Trensury ot oitherwiss nppropriated, for the
purpose of enrryiug this wet into effeet.”

Mr. CHASE ooutended that the smendinent would jue
| troduee a new element . and, thongh willing to faver the
| principle contained in it, he could not agree to it in this
| instance, and be hoped it woulid not be pressed.

Mr. WALKER iusisted that the amendment introduced
nonew clement : the subject had been i <eusged at length,
and was one dearly cherished by the American people ;
that, indepondent of the road, it had a beneficent olject,
which was that of giviug homes to the American people,

Mr. MASON could not understand how o proposition
like the one before them, whick had been ruled out of
order yesterduy, should beoffered to-day. Certainly it was
the same in effect ; and he raised the point of order,

Mr. CHASE explsiced that the present amendment
was offered at the instunce of the Comgumitter on Roads
snd Canals, while the ane offered yesterday was at the
suggestion of an individual Benator,

A long discussion here enened, in which Messra, MA-
BON, BUTLER, CUASE, BRIGHT, BORLAND, HALE,

nation may have |

" und others participsted ; when the Chalr was called on
to decide. "

Mr. BADGER (in the chair) deeided the amendment
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Cuase) to be in order;
when an appeal was taken, and the Cuair was sustained
by the folluwing vote: Yeas 40, nays 5,

The CHAIR ruled the ummdmen:r&zivlng his reusons i
therefor) of Mr, WaLkER to be out of r, |

Mr. WALKER then materially modified his amendment, |
i and offered it to the Senate; when |

The CHALR decided that it wus in order,

Mr. CHASE took an opposite view, and contended that |

wrong, and
arrived at.

The question was argued at some length, and the Chair
was ngain sustained, as follows: Yeas 25, nays 10,

gave his reasons for the conclusion he had

tending that the nmendment contained all the principles |
of the homestead bill, and denounced that measure as |
improper and irreconcilable with the Constitution, '
{r. CHARLTON followed, and was very severe on the |
homestead bill, and ridiculed the idea of its title, which
was to encournge agriculture, &e. |

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, was zealons in its defence, declar-
ing its principles to be in harmony with republican institu-
tlons.

Messrs, BUTLER and RUSK also submitted some re-
marks; after which the further consideration was post- |
}.uned until to-morrow, and the smendmeuts ordere! to
e printed. |

POST OFFICE CONTRACT. |

At this late hour the CHAIR luid before the Senute #
communication from the Post Office Department, made in |
compliance with a resulution ealling for copies of proposi- |
tions mwade or contracts entered into for the transporta-
tion of the mail from New York, New Orleans, and Vera
Cruz, to San Franciseo, which, on motion of Mr. RUSK,
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post |
Londs, and ordered to be printed.

[From this it appears that a contract has been entered
into with A. K. Rawsny and E, H. Carmick, of New York, |
‘ot $420,000 per annum, for a semi-monthly mail from
Vera Cruz, Acapuleo, and Monterey to San Francisco,
and back in thirteen days each way, heing nn extension
of two of the trips on the New Orleans and Vera Cruz |
line through Mexico, making one through line in sixteen
days between New Orleans and San Francisco. This |
contract to be sanctioned by Cohgress, and is now in New
York waiting the signature of the parties. ]

OCEAN STEAMERS,

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the bill from the House
of Hepresentatives muking a.pproprlnﬁnu for the trunspor-
tation of the United States mail” by ocean steamers and |
otherwise during the fisoul year ending the 30th June, |
1854, was read and veferred to the Committee on Finance. |

And the Senate adjourned.

|
|

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. .

O motion of Mr. CABELL, of Florida, by consent, the |
House proceeded to consider the bill for the relief of Mrs. |
Mary W. Thompson und Mrs. V. Lomax, returned fgom the |
Senate with an amendment, inserting the name of Mrs.
AL M. Dade.

The amendment was coneurred in,

RECIFROCAL TRADE. f

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill |
estublishing reciprocal trade with the British North Ame- |
rican colonies upon certain couditions, beretofore reported
from the Committee on Commerce,

Mr. TOWNSHEND concluded the remarks commenced |
by him yesterday in support of the BLill,

Mr. STUART said that, if this bill was to he passed by
this Congress in auy form whutever, he regavded it ex- |
ceedingly hmportant that the question should he taken upon
itto-duy. 11 this should not be done to-day, it could not |
under their rules be done until next Tuesduy, whick he
thought every gentleman would admit would be quite too
late to secure any definite action upon the sabject by the |
Senate.  Before he took his seat, he should therefore de- |
mand the previous question, which he thought would test |
the seuse of the House as to whethér or not they would |
pass this bill, e had only time to say that it embraced |
the settlement of the fishery question, which was of vast |
impurtauce to the entire country. It lso provided for |
the free navigation of the St. Lawrence and the canals |
along it, which ke regarded as a question of Very groat
moment. It also adjusted the terms upon which trade |
between the British Colonies and this Governwent should i
hiereufter be transacted. Now, a hill of this kind could
uot be framed to suit every body and all the diversified !
intercsts of this nation ; and Le desired to sce ut once if |
gentlemen would be willing to compromise something of
ull these interests for agreat and universal benefit. fr
they should stand by their peculiar interests, they never |
would adjust any national questive. He hoped that the |
amendments offered to the bill would he voted down, and |
demanded the previvus (nestion. |
Mr. ULINGMAN, with the view of ascertaining the |
sense of the ITouse, moved to lay the bill on the tsble,
opon which motion the yeas and nays were ordered, when |
Mr. C. withdrew it, |

Mr. ORR renewed it; ond the question beinyg taken, it
was decided in the negative hy the followlng vote: |

YEAS—Messrss Aiken, Alllson, Ashe, Averett, David J. |
Bailey, Barrere, Bell, Bibighaus, Dowie, George M. Drown,
Caldwell, Clemens, Clingman, Cubh, Coleock, Uurtis, Dim. |
wick, Dockery, Ewing, Picklin, Henry M. Fuller, The= J, D. |
Fullor, Gamble, Harper, Houston, John W, Howe, Thomas M, |
livwe, Hunter, Jacksan, George W. Jones, J. Glaner Jones, |
Kulins, Kurte, Landry, Leteher, Martin, MeDonadd, Me- |
Muilen, MeQueen, Meacham, John Moore, Morchosd, Now.
ton, Ore, Outlaw, Perking, Phelps, Reed, Riddle, Scurry,
Skeiton, Swith, Fred, P. Stanton, Alexander M. Steg *,
Stratton, Sirother, Wallaee, Washburn, Waiking, Weich, Ad-
Qisvn White, Willinwe, and Woodward—63.

NAYS—Messrs. Wmn. Appleton, Babeock, Beale, Bennett,
Barock, Downe, Boyd, Breckenridge, Brenton, Brigge, lirooks,
Bushy, E. Carrington Cabell, Jos. Cable, Thompan Coump-
bell, Cartter, Chapman, Churchwell, Clark, Cleveland, Cott-
man, Darby, George T. Davie, John G, Davis, Dawson, Doan,
Disney, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, Ed-
mundson, Fay, Fiteh, Florenoe, Floyd, Gaylord, Widdings,
Gilmore, Gowdriclh, Gorman, Green, Gray, Grow, Hall, Ham-
Wton, lsham G. Harris, Hart, Haws, Huscall, Haven, Hen-
dricks, Uenn, Hibbard, Holladay, Horsford, Howard, Thou s
Y. Howe, Ingursoll, Ives, Jenking, Andrew Johoson, James
Jobinson, Danivl T, Jones, George G, King, I'reston King, |

i

| Little, Lockhart, Mann, Mason, MeLanaban, Meade, Miller,

Milleon, Mulony, Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Samuel W, Par- |
ker, Peaclee, Penn, Polk, Yarter, Pawell, Preston, Price, Rich-
ardson, Robbine, Robis, Robinson, WNoss, Russell, Rackes,
Schermerhorn, Sehoonmaker, Origen 8, Seymour, Stanly,
Abr'm P, Stephens, St, Martin, Stunrt, Sutherland, Sweoteor,
Taylor, Toombs, Townshend, Venable, Walsh, Wileox, Will.
rick, aod Y ates—-111,

The previous question was then seconded.

And pending any farther aetion on the bill, the morn-
ing hour having expired--

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House resolve itself in-
to Committae of the Whole on the state of the Uniou, re-
marking that there remained nf‘o wossion but seven
worling days, and that there were eight appropriation
bills to be acted upon.

The wotion wes agreed to,

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL.

And thereupon the House went into Committee of the
Whole, (Mr. Bocovk, of Virginia, in the chair,) and re-
sumed the consideration of the hill making sppropria-
tions for the current and contingent expenses of the In-
dinn Department, and for fulfilling teeaty stipulations with
various Indian tribes, for the your onding Jane 80, 1854,

Mr. PHELI'S moved an sppropriation of $£50,000 to
enable the President of the United States to open negotin-
tions for extinguishing the Indian title to lands within
the proposed territorial limits of Nebruska., e said that
the Indinns wished to dispose of some of their lands, we
they could not altogether subaist Ly the chase, |

Mr. BWEETSER opposed the smendiment, contending
that it would interfere with our present Indian pulioy-

Afer farther debate, the amendment was agreed to:
Ayes 71, noes 50, |

Mr. GENTRY moved to sidd a section to the bill, to the |
effect that if' any person who is now or may be charged |
with the payment of any of the appropriations made by
thix or any other act shall pay any clerk or employé 16es
than the law nllows, and require said elerk or emp{ujc‘ to |
neoept or give o voucher for un smount greater than that
which is received, the ollicer thus acting <hall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, shall be fined Jdouble the sum |
withlield, and shall be imprisoned for a term of two yenrs |
npon convietion. |

Mr. G. said that he desired to make o statement of |
facts, which, being known to the commities, Lie presumed |
would produce n unanimous vote in favor of (s nmend-
ment. lle did not desire 10 go iuto partienlars or to be
persounl ; bat be would state facts which nebody could
eontrovert. He knew a clerk in one of the Departments
| of this Government, who had been a merchant of large
fortune and high character, but, becoming insolvent, he
obtained a clerkship bere of & thowsand dollars a year,
ns the only means of sapporting lis family, e died
very indigent, and the sympathy in the Dopnrtment was
=0 strong that the head of it was almost oo pelled, by the
foree of that sympathy, to appoint his son, 5 boy of wix-
teen years of age—a fine looking Loy, nud very compe-
tent os & clerk, writing an excollent hund—io fll the
place made vacant by lis father's death, that he might
have the means of supporting his mother gl Jounger
brothers and sisters, thrown upon Lim, utterly indigent
and dependant.  Well, the salary wie n thousand dollars
per nnnam, wmd now how did it work ? They put the boy
in with an understanding, to which they required him to
assent, that he should receipt mouthly as it ne was re- 1
ceiving & thousand dollars per year, while three hundred
dollars was transferred to some employé in the Dersn'1
ment. He protested against this outrnge, this polition}, |
crime. He ealled the attention of the Department to it
In reply, they snid that there war n large number of pre-
cedents, and be therefore supposed that this was common

if the first decision was correct the other was manifestly |

Mr. ADAMS then addressed the Sennte at length, con- |

| meet

| preferred against him,

in all the Depirtments of Government. Now, if the De-
partments could take from one clerk s poriion of the
sulary O bad given him, they could take from him
all, and if could transfer o portion of his compensa-
tion to another, they might transfer it to their own pock-
cts.  In his opinion, this was precisely one of those politi-
cul erimes for which impeachment was the only 8
And this was common in oll the Departments here, as he
understood, Certainly, in this cass it was true, because
the head of the Department wrote him a long letter, ex-
plaining and del'endlng it.

Voices, Who is it?

Mr. GENTRY replied that it was the Secretary of the
Interior. Now, in making appropriations, he thought it
'was the duty of the House to prevent such Executive
| nbuses as these, and it would be u source of regret with
him, ns he was ghout to retire from public life, that he
would not have an opportunity, before doing so, of ca-
operating in the impeachment of some head of Depart-
ment ; for during the whole period of time be had been s
member of Congress, he believed n majority of them were
proper subjects of impeachment. It was his deliberate
convictivn that the House of Representatives was called
upon to meet the contemplations of the constitution, and
to teach these Exccutive officers of the Government that
they were responsible to the popular branch of the Gov-
ernment,  The greatest service they coulid perform for the
country would be to impeach one or move of the heads of
Departments, and such an eximple would domore good to
the country than any thing else Congress could do. ®

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, begged leave to say that ul-
though the Becretary of the ﬁtednr was no politicul
friend of his, yet he had always been a personsl friend;
und without consulting the Secrctary, he would under-
tuke to say that if there was any thing in his official con-
duct u proper subject for investigution, he was ready to

it.

Mr. GENTRY sid that he did not intend to muke any
“h“? against the Sec of the Interior. His utten-
tion had been ealled to this particular case, and last ses-
sion be vrought the attention of the Secretary to the sbuse.
Ie hind learned through him that quite & Yarge number of
precedents existed, and had also learned from various
other sources, informally, that this was a custom of the
Departments. He did not intend to make an, onslaught
upon the Seeretary of the Intericg, but upon all who in-
dulged in such abuses. .

Mr. BAYLY said that as to the other Hends of Depart-
ments he had nothing tesay, as they did not come from
Virginia, [laughter;] but so far as the Becretary of the
Interior was concerned, he wonld say, for the very reason
[ that that gentleman was a Virginian, that if there was
| any cause of impeachment against him, he demanded it
| should be bronght forward,

Mr. GENTRY said that, to gratify his friend from Vir-
givia, he would state that he wus o Virginian himself in
the second degree. [Laughter.] He (Mr. G.) was for
old Virginia whenever old Virginin was right, and was
against her when wrong, The messerger to whom these
three hundred dollars of this poor boy’s salary had been
trausferred was also o Virginian, [langhter, ] and then he
was in the Pension Office, which e was afrald was rather
a Virginia concern. *Renuwed langhter. ]

Mr. STANLY defffided the Secretary of the Interior.
The gentleman from Tennessee, uithouizh he kaew about
this matter at the last session, had waited until now, at
the very heel of the session, before bringing it to the at-
tention of Congress.  He (Mr. 5 ) knew Mr, Stuart to be
a gentleman of irrcproachable integrity and Lonesty,

. Mr. LETCHER referred to n transaction which lad oe-
curred in the Census office, and read certain papers in re-
lation theretn. :

Mr. GENTRY disclaimed as his motive any personal
hostility or politienl malignity against the Secretary of
the Interior. He only desired to correct what he con-
sidered a great abuse, which had grown up in the Execu-
tive Departments,

Mr. ASHE said thet, inasmuch as the gentleman from
Virginia had brought furwnrd before the committee the
conduct of the Superintendent of the Census, ss an act of
Jjnstice 1o that gentleman be felt constrained to say that,
some week or ten days ago, Mr. Kennedy authorized him
to say that he desired an investigation of all the charges
He courted an jnvestigation at
the hnwls of the House, and had no disposition to sereen
bimsell from an examination of the charges made against
Lis official conduct.

Mr. TOOMBS thought that what had been stated by
the gentleman from Tennessee should be examined inta,
In lis opivion, sueh n practice ns that which had Leen re-
ferred o was inconsistent with houor and honesty,

The debate wus further continued by Messrs, STRO-
THER, GENTLRY, and vthers.

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said that those persons
who were charged to be guilly of these great improprie-
ties would go out of office tomorrow week, and they would
be succeedad by men who would not be guilty of these mis-
demeanors. 1t occurred to lim that this was legislating in
ndvanee ugninst those who were soon to come into power,
lmll1 who would no doubt sdminister the Government pro-

erly.

Mr, TOOMBS. Wil the gentleman tell us who are to
come in? 1 should like to know,

Mr. BROWN. Why, Demoorats, [Laughter.]

After further debate, the nmendment was agreed to.
Thebill was then luid aside to be reported to the House.
COMPENSATION OF DEFOSITARIES.

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the eommittee
then took up the bill of the Senate to provide compensa-
tion to such persuns as may e designated by the Secreia-
ry of the Treasury to receive and keep the public money
under the fifteenth section of the act of sixth August,
cighteen bundred an: forty-six, for the additional services
required under that nct, heretofore reported from the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, with an amendment.

After explanations, the amemlmnent was ngreed to, nnd
the bill luid aside to be reported to the House.

MAIL TRANSPORTATIONS.

On motion of Mr. PHELI’S, the committee next pro-
ceeded to consider the bill making appropriations for the
transportation of the United States mail by ocean steamers
and otherwise during the fises! year ending the 30th June,
1554, which, having been read, was laid aside to e re-
ported to the House,

The committee then rose and reported its action to the

‘House, when

The two bills last ncted on Ly the committee wore seve-
ru'ly read the third time and pased.

The House next proceoded to consider the nmendments
made in committee to the lndiane appropriation Lill, and
they were all agreed to.

The biil was then read the third time and passed.

OTHER BILLS PASSED,

Mr, STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Committee on
Naval Affuirs, reported back Senate joint resolution to pro-
vide for straightening the eastern boundary line of the
naval hospital lands, New York; which was read the
third time and passed,

Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post Office and
I'ost Roads, reported a bill establishing certain post routes;
which was read three times and passed.

Mr. MILLSON, from the Committee on Revolutionary
P'ensions, reported a bil) for the relief of Edward Lox;
which was rewd three times and passed.

On motion of Mr. GENTRY, under a snepension of the
rules, Benate bill for the relief of Benjamin 8. Roberts was
taken up, read three times, and passod.

Mr, COLCOCK moved a snspension of the rules, so ns

| 10 enable him to move to take up Sennte resolution nu-

thorizing the adjustment nnd payment of the elaim of
W, Hazzard Wigg, deceased, for losses sustained by him
during the war of the Revolution,

Pending which, the Honse adjourned.

Frroay, Feonuany 25, 18538,

IN SENATE.

Mr. BORLAND asked the unanimens consent of the
Sennte to take up the bill ‘for the relief of Sally T. B.
Cochrane, widow of the late Col. . E. Cochrane, United
States Army. It would not cceupy o moment, and when
rend would explain itsolf,

Consent having been given, the bill was considered and
ssodd,
Mr. BRADBURY obtained leave to introduce a bill to
establish a court for the investigation of claime agninst
the United States ; which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary,

REAFING MACIHINE.

Mr. FELCH asked the consent of the Senate to take up
the Lill for the relief of Hiram Moore and Jghn Haseall,
which had been loid on the table on the suggestion of the
Senator from New IHampshire, (Mr, Hans, )

Mr. HUNTER hoped the motion woulil not prevail. He
had given notice that he would enll up the Military bill in
fifteen minutes, which had alrendy expired. e knew that
the bill now ealled for would give rise to deliate,

Mr. FELCH said it would be the last opportunity afford-
ed him to get the bill up. e did not t;:ink it eonld give
rise to uny further discussion, as it had before been ela-
borately debated,

Mr. HUNTER knew it was a contested cnse, The So-
natoer from Rhode Tsland had intimated a wish to be
heard, and he submitted whether it would be right, at this
Inte stage of the session, to take up bills of private claim-
nats to the prejudice of mensures of great public import.

Mr. JONES hoped it would not be taken up. He meant
to oppose it, but, not expecting it to come up, wns not ex-
notly prepared, ae hie would be to-morrow.

The question 1 ving beon put by the Chair, it was de-
cided in the affirmative,

Mr. HUNTER said it must e evident that no more
business of o public nature could be done; wad he should
therefore move to lay the bill on the table, and ask the
yeas and nays,

Mr. CASS thonght euc

pa

h a course very e:mordi;:lry.

immediately on o decision to take up s measure.
The motion is net debuteable.

The CHAIR.

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the question
was decided in the mﬂ“u follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Brooke, Charlton, Clarke,
Dl!m:. m m e .

» Morton, Pettit, Seward,

‘"ﬁus—uunmm,' -
'ﬁha Fitepatrick, Foot, Hamlin, Mallory,

‘eloh, ©
Rusk, Sebastian, Sumner, Toucey, Underwood, Weller—24.

dnr.b.}AIHBS thl;n rose and wm Senate at con-
siderable length in opposition re his
readiness at all times to defend the %‘ 3 invu%ﬂ'
but at the same time to secure the p from
lies. He said this patent had expired in lsﬁﬂ,m
patentees, after l]MTlD‘ en their rights for more than
two years, during which this machine had come into ge-
neral use of the publie, and Inrg capital had bo_an’fn-
vested in it, they came forward to the House of
sentatives and had a Lill passed not only to renew their
original patent, but ull the improvements that had been
made from time to time, He thought such a bill mon-
ptrous in itself, and if passed would do more injury to in-
ventors than twenty such bills could ever d:n?“.

Mr, WALKER also spoke at some length and with great
enrnestness ngainst the lending features of the bill, de-
claring that it would be ruinous to the a tural inte-
rests of the country, undertaking to m, if that Lill
were passed, that furmers wouldbe linble to be sto in
their harvest, whether using Hussey's, Casey’s, or MeCor-
mick’s reaping machine, any vne or all of which it would
infringe, e was willifg to renew the patent,
ond had so inforiged the parties, but they were not satis-
fied with that. The subject had been taken out of the
hands of the Judiciary and of the Patent Office, and sub-
mitted to hasty legislation. He concluded by moving to
refer the bill to the Commitice on Patents; which motion
prevailed, and the bill was referred,

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. HUNTER then called up the bill
priations for the army ; the question
smendment offered by Mr. WaLker to the smenduent of
Mr. Cuasg. .

The nmendment of My’ Warker was rejected and that
of Mr, Cuase adopted.

Mr, MASON offered amendments; which were adopted.

Mr. BORLAND moved to amend the bill by inserting a
clause giving to the discoverer of the use of the sumsthetic
agent 100,000 when n decree of the court of New York
should name the individunl entitled. Thisamendment was
recommended by the select committee to which the sulject
had been referved, and was offered by direction of the
Committee on Military Affairs, ;

Mr. BORLAND sustained the amendment at some
length, and, ufter considerable discussion, the amendment
was amended so as to provide that ne purt of the
F100,000 should be paid to either of the parties named in
the act until he shall make oath that he has not been
grilty of collusion with either of the other parties in any
way whatever. y

The smendment was adopted.

After other amendments, one was offered by Mr,
DAWSON to appropriate 510,000 for o Western asylum,
which was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. DOUGLAS moved to amend the hill by adding a
section, the effect of which was that the President was
to enter into contract with such person as shall make
the most satisfactery proposals for defending and pro-
tecting the emigrant route and keeping up a good condi.
tion of the ronds through the country of the United States
trom the western border of the States in the Mississippi
valley to the western border of California, and to the
Pacific ocenn, in the Territory of Oregon, on the following
conditiony :

1st. To establish posts along the road at euch distances
us the President may designate, and keep at least twenty-
six well-armed men at each post to protect emigrants,
travellers, and settlers,

2l To keep in pepair a good wagon road along each
of said routes, with bridges or ferries across all the
streams, aud charge no higher rate than is preseribed by
the President,

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the amendment by
inserting the following :

“ That, in consideration of the serviees required by this
section, the President is authorized to grant such con-
tractors four sections of land in the vieinity of such posts,
whieh said greut shnll be in full of all serviees rendercd or
expenses inourred undor this seotion,” ’

Which was agreed to; aml the amendment of Mr.
DoviLas, as thus amended, was passed by the following
vote ;

YEAS—Mesers. Borland, Brizht, Brodbend, Chase, Clarke,
Cooper, DeSanssure, Dodge of Wisconging Dodge of Towa,
Douglas, Downs, Feleh, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, James, Jonos of
Towa, Shields, Soule, Sumner, Touecey, Wade, Walker, und
Waeller—25.

NAYS—DMessrs. Adams, Badger, Dell, Bradbury, Charlten,
Daweon, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hunter, Jonos of Tennesses, Mal-
lory, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Morton, Norris, Pettit, Phelpe,
Pratt, Rusk, Beward, Fpruance, and Uaderwood—23.

The bill, after other amendments, was reported to the
Senate, when a motion was made to strike out the provision

ro-
beiug the

| for the appointment of civil instead of military superin-

tendents of the national armories, which was decided in
the negative.

A motion was then made to reconsidér, panding which
the Senate adjcurned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Mr. GORMAN mavdl to go into Committee on the Pri-
vate Cnlendar ; which motlon was disagreed to: Ayes 43,
noes not sounted,

The motion of Mr. Hovsros was then agreed to.,

NAVY .-\‘.'I'Ithl't-'.l.!’l'lfl'.\' BILL.

And the House azeordingly went into Committee of the |
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Kixa, of New York,
in the ehair,) and procecded to consider the bill making
appropriations for the nuval service fur the year ending
the 30th of June, 1854,

The Committes immediately rose, when the House
ndopted a resolution closing nﬁ debute on the bill in two
hours, and then the Committee resumed its session.

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessce, moved to amend the first
item appropriating S2,771,418 for pay of officers and
seawen, so 08 to increase the sum to $3,126,048, provi-
ded that the number of seamen, ordinary scamen, and
landsmen hereafter cmployed shall Lo increased to nine
thousund, and the Seeretary of the Navy is authorized to
pay them, at his discretion, in the form of bounties, ten
per cent. in addition to their present rate of pay. '
He suid that it was well known that the Committee on
Naval Affuirs had not hoen able to report for something
like twelve months. They Lad propared important men-
sures for the consideration of the House, and he now saw
no other altesnntive but to present such ns were most im-
portant as amendments to the bill before the committee.
liis object now was to do nothing more than to make a
plain and simple stutement of the amendments ; and pre-

| and that to scamen in the navy, and it strack h
that the great step of reform d be to give
“E-lh to those who fought the baitles.

: country and

subject to which he had given ;
the time {0 which the debats had mm as
::{‘lnd,helhwll! have to defer his aric 'u"'d’_
r ogeasion. remarks to some

¢ 1 He
time to show 'n detail that all the
been vrz::;lefl_ ~n the navy within the
last twenty had cirown away, squandered
without of the, nayy in on.

Wrived to w the debate was:

T

ucstion to be on the first

ofr. Sraxrox, of %...m.

ained that some addition was ne-

&bmfbm uired h?ll:llo’“lﬂi;
i er required W o

s #lso thought it was impossible for

raen WY to perform service with less than nine thousand

on the part of the committee Lo about a oF re-
form navy. The first great step in mpgpwuld
be to get the T of the well puid. Now,
the seamen the part “'“‘vm
and it was adm ere that they were not ade-
quately for the services they ned . I8 was.
known t there was a marhed ‘between

§

i

compensation paid to seamen in the commereinl

i

a8

the country. ; ; : gl

Mr, BTANTON, of Ohio, moved to amend the amend-
ment by striking out so much of itas to increase
the present force of the navy. He would vote to give
the seamen an incresse of pay, but could not vote to in-
crense their number, .

The amendment was agreed to: Ayes 73, noes not
counted.

Mr. STANTON sadd that, as the committee had refused
to increase the number of seamen, he would withdraw
his wmendment to increase the sum in the item &
3,126,948, and would move to increase
amount to $2,874,048, which would be a
with which to pay the ten per cent. to the force
employed. He also withdrew his entire proviso,
that it was in the power of the President to inerease the
compensation of the seamen, and the only thing neces-
sary for the House was to increase the amount,

Mr. MEADE said that he had compared the strength

of Congress, and that it was sound policy on their p:
in the present eritical condition of qur foreign telslfcms,
to increase our naval strength,

cent. to twenty-five per cent. He thought it was very
manifest thai we could not obtain sufficient seamen to
man our naval vessels for the very inadequate aomlqm
tion they were now receiving, ¢ object the gent

from Tennessce had in view in increasing the co
tion of seamen was to obtain for our shi

would not prove sufficient for that purpose.
fore hoped his amendifient would he adopted.

The amendment was rejected.

The question was then taken on the ameniment of Mr,
Sr.\n'roi, and it was ngreed to,

Mr. STANTON, of Teunessee, moved to insert in the
bill the following :

He there-

lers, three frigates an
with Capt. “John Ericizon, to be fitted with his calorie agent,
seribe and aceept.”

amendment wag not in order, not heing suthorized by ex-
isting law.

The CHAIRMAN so decided.

Mr. STANTON appealed from this deeision.

Ayes 61, noes 60.
Mr. STANTON, of Teunessce, moved to amend the

dinary, &e. by increasing the amount to $2,500,000,
and by sdding a proviso that the President, instead of
repairing old ships, may, in his diseretion, apply
portion of the sum aforesaid towards building propelle
of an efficient character, f
The CIHHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of order, on.
the same ground that he ruled the former proposition
to hie in order.

Mr. STANTON appealed, when—

The deeision of the Cuarr was sustained: Ayes 7
Noes 2. )

Mr, STANTON, of Tenneisce, then moved to decre

the sum in the item he proposed to amead $700,00
Se far as this money for the repair of ships of the na
was concerncd, it would be the same ns thrown aw

They should let the old navy dié ont, as it onght to die,

either for building new vessels or for refusing the appi
priations to squander on old hulks.

Mr. TOOMBS thought that thé House would perceive
impropricty of legislating in this manner. The chairn
of the Cominittee on Naval Affairs had moved to strik
out the large nmount usually asked for the repair of ves-
sels, accompanied with the declaration that the navy
ought to be permitted to rot down. Now, it was not wike
for them to legislate in passion.  If the money was to
equandered, be thought the system ought to be altere
When the gentleman desired to reorganize the navy
him bring in  bill, and afford the Honse an oppe
to consider it and pass judgment upon it as legisla
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said that in veting
large sums they were actually voting to build vessels,
in many cases the repairs put upon a ship cost more
it would to build it. He did not mean to say that|
money would be actunily thrown away, but that the
partment would have nothing to do with it but apply
the repairing of ships. The gentleman from Georgin
enid that he ought to lay before the House a bill to 1
gavize the navy. Ile had bean trying to do that f
Inst twelve months, and had not been able to ob
npwnnnltv to do so,

sent such remsons for their adoption as he could within
the brief space allutted him under the rules.

He then gave notice that st the proper time he would |
bifer an nmendment appropriating 52,500,000 for build-
ing, equipping and arming, as propellers, three frigates and ’
three sloops of war, two to be fitted with caloric engines. |
He said that he lind been informed by the Secretary of |
the Navy that Mr. Eric-son, having so much confidence
in Lis calorie engine, hud proposed to the Department to
build two ships of w Jarge size, guarantying that they |
should nequire a-very high degree of speed, and burn
only some cight tons of coal per day. If his amendment |
should be adopted, these offers would be necepted, He |
thon proceeded to show the importance of adopting this |
measure at Lthe present time. He contended that jts |
adoption woull secure economy, and aid that his prinei-
pal object was not so much to add to the number of vessels
in the navy as it was to substitute, for our old aad in-

plans, The goneral sentiment of our country, the nature
of our institutions, required that in time of peace our
navy should be comparatively small. The proposition
which he presented, although it might seem to bo one of |
great importance, was not in contravention of this general
sentiment or of the natare of our institutions ; it was not
to create n large navy, but to crente one of the greatest
possible efficicncy. A full investigation would bear him
out in neserting that we spent nearly one million anda
half of dollars unuually upon the repair of vossels, which
might almost as well have been thrown into the sea.

Ie then argued to show that we had no vessels compe-
tent to sompete with those recently built by England and |
France, and that in the present state of our foreign affairs

we should stand prepaved for every emergency. e

thought we might consider oursolves ns very insecure, |
and believed that the time wounld & cedily come when we |
would be involved in difficaltios and dangers for which we
would be uiterly unprepared. lle referred to the neces-
sity of erceting such temporary fortifications at San
Francisco as would be necessary for its defence, and
thought that annexation was a better poliey than the
present system of entangling alliances,

Mr. BOWIE referred to the forcign policy of the in-
coming Administration, as shadowed forth by leading
members of the Democratic party, and contended that the
country was tiot prepared to maintain such a poliey. e
compared the navies of the great maritime Powers, and
showed that the United States was but the sixth naval
Power in the world, Having sbandoned the system of
fortifications, we must rely npon our navy, The great
struggle of our gountry with other nations must be upon
the ocean. Our people were ossentinlly commercial, ns
well &5 agricoltural and munnfactaring, and our agricul-
ture and manufactures would be worth nothing to us if
wa had not the command of the sea. In the language of
Bir Walter Raleigh, * whoever commands the sea, com-
mands the tende; and whoever commands the trade,
commands the riches of the world.” He then proceeded
to prove that we were not only deficient in fortificntions
and the number of our vessels of war, but wholly defi-

cient in number of guns and ordoance.

efficient models, vessels built upon the most approved |-

r. BROWN, of Mississippi, op the amendmint
of Mr. STANTON, 09 the appropriation was absolutelyne-
cessary o keep our navy afloat. Attacks upon the mvy,
such ns thote made by the gentleman from Ohio, hac be-
come quite too common, Theye was a time when the .3
was n-fnnlod as the right arm of the public service ;i
when, in the history of the Government, hed it ever
to perform its whole duty ! The gentleman had alo al-
luded (o the old commodores. These old men hay per-
formed gallant services, and there should bo some voice
bere to hield them against repronches. There wik not
ong of them that was not an honor to the service, |

Mr. HOUETON then explained the necessity of ths ap-
propriation, and— !

Mr. 8WEETSER replied to Mr. Brows, declaring that
he did not intend to detract from the honor and ghry of

| the navy. He bad only intended to onll the attentbn of

the country {0 the necessity of reform in this brasch of
the #’uhiic service,
Me

ssrs. STANTON, of Tennessee, MILLSON, and
CARTTER submitted a few remarks on the sabject,
when—

Mr. BROOKS moved to amend the item p to be
stricken out by adding thereto a proviso that case
where the repairs of a vessel wonld cost more than to

Luild snother, the Secretary of the Navy may use this -
approprintion for the eonstruction of such other vessels ag
he may deem ddvisable,

He meutioned the ease of the Macedonin, stating that
u Inrge expense was incurred in cutting her down, be-
enuse there was no law anthorizing the building of ano-
ther vessel, and then they had to rebuild her, Such now
was the absurdity of the law,

Mr. HOUSTOX opposed the amendnicnt.

Bt before any question was taken—

The committoe rose.

A CHARGE ANSWERED.

Mr. LETCHER rose to a privileged question. He re-
marked that yesterday some allusion was made to the
Secretary of the Interior, who was a constituent of his.
He had received from the Seoretary this morning a detail-
ed statement of all the facts which were then
nnd he desired to lny them before the House, that they
might go upon the record along with the charges made
against that officer.

After gome conversation—

The SPEAKER ruled that it was not a privileged ques-
tion, and that the papers conld not be read to the House
unless by consent.

Objection was made,

Mr. BRAGG moved n suspension of the rules to enable
him to move ta take up Senate bill to extend pre-emyption
rights to unsurveyed lands, and for other purposes,

Pending which—

Mr. STANLY submitted that the question just referred
to ?.ﬁ the gentleman from Virginia 7“1-. Letonsn) was &

pri égd one.
The SPEAKER «aid that he had not heard the papers
/!

rend.
My, STANLY insisted upon their being read.
But before this was done, the House adjourned,

of the other navies of the world with that of the United
States, and was elearly of the opinion that it was the duty

Mr. PRICE moved to increase the bounty of ten per :

a full comple-
ment of men; but he (Mr. P.) thought that the increase-~

upon such terms and conditions as the President may pro-

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, raized the question that tHe E

And the question being taken, the Chiir was sustaineds

item approprinting $1,700,000 for repair of vessels in op-

Mr. SWEETSER referred to the old commodores in the:
| navy, and thought that they should be replaced. He was :

-
o

e

eman _'_-

“For building, equipping, and arming, with screw prope[._'.
three sloops-of-war, $2,500,000, pro= .
vided nt least two of said frigates shall be built by contract

luded to,




